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Abstract�

his research aimed to investigate differential diagnosis for social and stereotyped repetitive patterns of behavior among 

children with special needs. Using the Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised (Lord et al., 1994), two groups of autistic (5 

girls and 11 boys) and trainable mentally retarded (5 girls and 11 boys) aged 6-8 years old were selected from special schools. 

The results of MANOVA showed that the mean score of qualitative damage to social interaction, communication and stereo- 

typed repetitive patterns of behavior in autistic children is significantly higher than trainable mentally retarded children. Implica- 

tions on differential diagnosis of children with special needs are discussed. 

Key�words: autist, mentally retarded, social interactions, stereotyped behaviors. 
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1. autism 5. representation 9. attachment 

2. pervasive developmental disorder 6. assimilation 10. pretended plays 

3. social interactions 7. accommodation 

4. communication difficulties 8. symbolic 
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1. obsession and compulsion 3. autistic spectrum 

2. Down syndrome 4. American�Association�of Mental Retardation 
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1. mind abilities 4. understanding intentions 7. reciprocal conversation 

2. imitation 5. cooperation 8. psychomotor 

3. attention 6. expressive communication 9. splinter functions 
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1. Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised 4. sharing 7. social imitative plays 

2. communication and language 5. peer relationship 8. reciprocal conversation 

3. repetitive 6. social�emotional  reciprocities 
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1. sensory integration 3. hypersensitive 5. self-stimulation 

2. dysfunction 4. hyposensitive 
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